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TRIBAL REGIONS
1.  Savara-Khond-Bagatha region : the tribal areas of Srikakulam and Vizianagaram regions.
The tribes that live in this region are: Savara, Khond, Jatapu, Konda Dora, Gadaba, Manne
Dora and Mukha Dora. The Savaras and Khonds are the most predominant ones in this area.
In the Visakhapatnam district, In and around the Araku Valley, inhabit the Bagatha, Mukha
Dora, Gouda, Kotia, Konda Dora, Manne Dora, Reddi Dora, Porja, Mali, Gadaba, Kammara
Mulia and Khond tribes. The Bagathas are the most predominant in this region.
2.  Koya-Kondareddl region : the tribal areas of East and West Godavari districts, Karimnagar,
Khammam and Warangal districts. Koya, Konda Reddi and Naikpod tribes inhabit this region.
3.  Gond-Kolam region : the tribal areas of Adilabad district.  The tribal population of the
region is divided into Raj Gond, Pradhan, Thoti, Kolam, Naikpod dnd Andh. The Raj Gonds
are the most numerous.
4.  Chenchu region: The tribal areas of Guntur, Prakasam, Kurnool, Nalgonda and Mahabubnagar
districts.
5.  The Plains: Areas of habitation of Yanadis, Yerukulas and Banjaras or Lambadis. These
are spread all over Andhra, though the concentration of Banjaras is more in Telangana and
Rayalaseema areas and that of Yanadis in the Andhra region.
The tribal regions in Andhra Pradesh fall under the Central-Southern Tribal region and
identical tribes are found In adjoining areas of Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. This
region is rich in forests and the tribais have been living harmoniously with the nature around
them. The symbiotic relationship between the tribais and the natural surroundings around
them - the hills and the forests - is held In great regard by every tribal.
Unlike the social structure of the caste groups, the tribal's social organization is generally
based on totemic clans. Many tribal groups claim their ancestry to certain species of natural
phenomenon or to some inanimate objects or to an animal or bird found in the area. These
objects are often called totems and the belief In them is totemism. These totemic objects
are considered sacred. Killing them or eating their flesh is considered sacrilegious. If the
totemic objects, especially animals die, those clans who worship them, observe such rituals
as they do for their Wth and kin. The totem dans are found in Jatapus of Srikakulam and
Vizianagaram districts, in all the 15 tribal groups of Visakhapatnam district, in Koyas of the
Godavari basin, and in Kolams, Pradhans, Thotis and Gonds of Adilabad district.
For example, the totem clans of Koyas are: Murram (Tortoise), Turam(cat), Kurasam (wild
goat), Madakam (a kind of fish) and Korea (ateo tortoise). Each dan member prefixed the
name of his totem object as his surname.